
 
St. Joseph Parish of Farmington 

Council 12332 

Meeting Minutes 
 

August 3, 2016 
DISCLAIMER – THESE MEETING MINUTES WILL NOT BE OFFICIAL  
UNTIL APPROVED AT THE SEPTEMBER 2016 COUNCIL MEETING. 

 
 

Call to Order: 
 
The meeting was called to order by Grand Knight, Mike Ward, and after the Warden’s Report, started with an opening 
Prayer, led by Fr. Rickey, and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Officers’ Roll Call: 
 

Officer Name 
Present Officer Name 

Present 
Yes NO Yes No 

Chaplin Fr. Rickey Valleroy X  Advocate Kevin D. Roney  X 

Grand Knight Michael J. Ward X  Lector Brian Wade X  

Deputy Grand 
Knight 

Michael L Kelso X  1st Year Trustee John W. Thurman X  

Chancellor Dale L. Jones X  2nd Year Trustee John H. Jones X  

Financial Secretary John D. Bieser X  3rd Year Trustee Rob L Grindel X  

Treasurer Dr. Kevin D. 
Boatright 

X  Inside Guard Eugene W. 
Eddleman 

X  

Recorder Scott A. Watson X  Outside Guard James J. Cissell X  

Warden Thomas J. Hill X      

 

Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the June meeting were approved as read. 
 

Membership Director’s Report: Brother John Thurman 
Brother Thurman spoke of the upcoming Major Degree Dates as listed below under “Major Degree Dates” 
 

Reading of Applications:  
No new applications were read. Worthy Grand Knight, Mike Ward, reminded all Brother Knights of our duties in seeking 
new members. 
 

Major Degree Program Dates:  Brother John Thurman 
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Upcoming local degree dates: Jackson, Aug 7th, Harrisonville, Aug 7th, and Cuba, Aug 14th. 
 
Fourth Degree in Jackson Sept. 10th. 
 
Brother Thurman offered assistance to anyone who needs or would like help in obtaining the advanced degrees. 
 
Discussion began of new Official Degree names: Being/Have been revised from 1st, 2nd, 3rd, to: 

1. Mission Degree 
2. Formation Degree 
3. Knighthood  

 

Grand Knight’s Report:  Worthy Grand Knight, Mike Ward 

WGK, Mike Ward opened his report with a gracious Thank You to past officers and reflected on his own path into the 
Knights – he remarked about how simple the process is, and how we should all focus on becoming active within our 
council and community.  
 
A special award was given to exiting Grand Knight, Rob Grindel with a special thanks and applause from the entire 
council. In addition, Brother Rob was reunited with a pair reading glasses. 
 
A special thank you was extended to our Chaplain, Fr. Rickey Valleroy for his continued support and guidance as the 
embodiment of “In Service to One, In Service to All.” 
 
In addition, Brother Paul Gaines was thanked for his years of service to the council as Recorder. 
 
WGK informed the council that the Parish Ministry day is coming up (Aug 20 & 21) where the council will be hosting a 
table. He asked that anyone who is willing to help, please follow up with him as soon as possible. Need at most four 
Knights per Mass.  In addition, a basket of goodies will be raffled off at the Parish Ministry day, WGK asked for 
suggestions and donations for this basket.  
 
WGK advised the council that our work day for Father Dyer is coming up, though an exact date has not been set, we will 
most likely do this once the temperatures start to break (late summer early fall). Brother Rob Grindel will head up the 
efforts on site, and has requested 3 or 4 additional Knights to help in the planning of this undertaking. At this time 
Brother Grindel passed around a proposed layout/design and asked for volunteers and materials. WGK advised the 
council to contact Brother Grindel directly with any questions etc. 
 
WGK reminded the council of the upcoming Knights of Columbus Family Day. This will be held in the same location as 
last year, with a similar format. The final date for the 2016 Family day will be set at the September meeting. 
 
WGK excitedly discussed the upcoming Tootsie Roll Drive. A Sign up sheet will be passed around at the September 
Meeting. Times and locations are still to be determined; with the addition of new retail locations in our area, we have 
more options now than previous years – we need to capitalize on this advantage. WGK informed the council that we are 
down 68% in donation/participation last year from the previous year. WGK and Brother Grindel will work to bring a 
heightened awareness of this drive to our council  - it is their desire to get more participation from the council and 
community wherever possible. Again, volunteers are asked to contact Brother Grindel or WGK. 
 
Participation – WGK reminded the council that as Knights we are all called to take a stand and make efforts to be active 
in our community. He asked that we all give our best efforts to any programs we enter – or if we cannot fully support an 
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effort, we may need to discuss the removal of the program.  WGK will help in this effort in any way he can, and will meet 
with Shirley Bieser (School Principal) to improve awareness of our Sports drives. 
 
WGK expressed his focus on helping widows and families of our Brother Knights who have gone before us. He will 
personally call on those who he knows of, and asked that we as a council make a strong effort where possible to do the 
same. WGK reminded us that although we should continue to Pray, we should not fall short of other acts of help. 
 
WGK discussed a strong push for new membership – STL will be hosting a large Knights of Columbus Gathering, and 
state would like to be Circle of Honor. WGK reminded us that if we know of someone wanting to join but is not only due 
to membership/dues costs, to please discuss with him what help can be offered. Our collection of dues is important to 
the success of our Cause, but sometimes we have to look at what we are truly called to. 
 
Cardinals Night is upcoming, as is the Knights Golf Outing – these will be discussed in further detail at the next meeting. 
 
WGK will host an Officers’ Meeting in the coming weeks to help steer our actions for the next year. 
 

Chaplain’s Report:  Fr. Rickey J. Valleroy 
Fr. Rickey opened his report with exciting news of the upcoming RCIA group – already have 31 people signed up, and is 
still in need of sponsors. Anyone interested in this very simple, yet important and rewarding task is asked to get with him 
or the Parish office. (Or contact Jill Patton) 
 
Finances for past year were posted in the bulletin, Father was very pleased to announce we are in the top 20 schools in 
the Archdiocese as school subsidy is concerned – we are at 28%. 
 
Farther reminded the council to take part in the Year of Mercy by visiting our Holy Doors – this special indulgence will 
not be available for another 13 years, and we never know what tomorrow holds… (Additional information on the Holy 
Doors can be found on the Archdiocese’ Website) 
 
Father invited our council members to the Ground Breaking for the new St. Vincent DePaul building on September 27 at 
9:00am (this is the feast day of St. Vincent DePaul). At this point, the Archbishop will be attending, and it would be great 
to see as many of us there as possible. 
 
A new youth Minister has been hired – he comes with a great resume to include a degree in Theology! 
 
Our Parish will be hosting a Staff Day for all staff members – We have filled all open Staff positions. 
 

Reading of Bills and Communications: 
 
Brother Bieser read/submitted one bill for Walmart 
Brother Boatright read/submitted one bill for Schnucks 
 
 

Financial Secretary’s Report Brother John Bieser 
Brother Bieser reported that current stats put our council at 156 members: 

 68 Insured 

 88 Associate 
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Brother Bieser stated there are still 11 members who have not paid their dues. 
 
It was discussed to pay out a previously approved payment to a Seminarian quarterly. 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Brother Kevin Boatright 
Brother Boatright reported that he moved the “oven-funds” to the “school-funds” as agreed, and that during the audit 
he discovered we have not received funds from the fish fry – Fr. Rickey said for him to get with Lisa in the Parish Office 
to reconcile. 
 
Brother Boatright reported a desk had been purchased for the school as agreed. 
 

Program Director’s Report: WGK Mike Ward /  

 WGK reiterated that we have a lot of open programs that will be discussed in the Officers’ meeting. Assignments 
will come following meeting. 
 
WGK again reminded us of our duty to be active members… 
 

Church Director’s Report 
No report – not present 
 

Community Director’s Report 
WGK and Brother Mike Kelso reported that there is a blood drive coming up.. 
 

Council Director’s Report  Brother Rob Grindel 
Brother Grindel reiterated the importance of volunteers for work at Fr. Dyer’s home. There is a lot to do and more hands 
will make this easier. Brother Grindel met with Fr. Dyer and to review the site – there is a lot of work, but well deserved 
for a man who did so much for us. Anyone willing to help – physically or with materials, is asked to contact Brother Rob 
Grindel. 
 

Family Director’s Report: Brother Mark Halter  

No Report – not present 
 

Pro-Life Director’s Report Brother Paul Gaines 
No Report 
 

Youth Director’s Report 

No report – not present 
 

Building Committee 
No report 
 

Retention Committee Report 
No report 
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New Business: 
WGK Ward presented the new bylaws for a vote – New Bylaws passed by vote of the council 
 
Brother Steve Hunter presented information about the White House Retreat in St. Louis and spoke of his personal 
connection and experience in this retreat. Steve recommended organizing a group from our Council to attend a retreat 
in 2017 – Brother Hunter passed out information to the group. WGK recommended speaking with Brother Charlie Boyd 
about this matter. 
 
Brother John Denkler presented the Parish Breakfast worker schedule for the coming year. Fellow Knights were asked to 
please review the schedule and let him know of any needed changes. Brother Denkler reminded the group of the 
important role this program plays, and challenged the group to be as active as possible. Prices for the coming year have 
been increased to $6 per person, or $20 for a family of 4 or more. 
 
WGK in reminding the council that the Knights of Columbus is not a political entity, it may be beneficial to offer 
rides/transportation to any parishoners who cannot get out to vote on their own. WGK reminded us that this is what our 
organization is about – service to one, service to all. 
 

Old Business: 
No old Business 
 

Fourth Degree Report: Brother John Jones 
Brother Jones reported the 4th Degree picnic is scheduled for August 28th at 1:30 pm. Attendees are asked to bring a side 
dish. Anyone needing additional information should contact Brother John Jones. 
 

Field Agent Report: 
Reported on the value of current plan offerings and how he has taken advantage of this for his own family. Call if there is 
anything he can help with. 
 

Knights of Columbus Health and Life Insurance, Annuities and Long Term Care Products 
No Report 

 

District Deputy Report 
No report – not present  
 

Good of the Order: 
No Report 
 

Please watch out for Brothers in Need: 
Brother Gains reported that Deacon Al Gegg could use our prayers. And to remember Brother Tim Gegg in this time of 
need. 
 
WGK asked that we all remember to do what we can to help our brothers in need – sometimes even if they are too 
proud to ask for help on their own. He reminded us again that we should not stop at mere words.. 
 

50/50 Jackpot Winner: 
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Brother Bill Jokehurst won tonight’s 50/50 – he donated his winnings to St. Vincent DePaul 

 

Chaplains Summation and Closing Prayer 
 
Fr. Rickey asked that we all remember Deacon Gegg in our prayers, and led us in closing Prayer. 


